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More Canadians than ever are online, according to a new study that found eight out of every 10 people in the country have

access to the Internet at home.
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More Canadians are logging online than ever before, according to a new poll that paints a picture that

as a nation, we just can't seem to get enough of Facebook, YouTube and Google.

The Ipsos Reid study released Tuesday found that eight out of 10 Canadians (82 per cent) have

broadband Internet access at home — a six per cent increase from 2008.

And for those under the age of 55, having Internet access is considered "almost universal."

The poll found that 89 per cent of 18- to 34-year-olds and 87 per cent of 35- to 54-year-olds could log

on at home.

"Even in difficult economic times, Canadians understand that having Internet access is essential in

today's society," notes study author Mark Laver with Ipsos Reid, in a statement.

"Internet access is critical to finding employment, it can be used to save money, for paying bills, finding

deals, and as a form of entertainment. It has become so important to the lives of Canadians, that in

some areas of the country, Internet access is almost identical to home telephone access."
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Those who were 55 and older represented the smallest, yet fastest growing segment with home

Internet access. The poll found that only 69 per cent reported being plugged in at home. In 2006, that

group was pegged at 57 per cent.

Eighty per cent of the Internet access in Canadian homes was via high-speed connections, while eight

per cent of Canadians say they still use dial-up. The remainder said they connected online via

cellphones and mobile broadband sticks.

Last month, a report released by Harvard University found that Canada is lagging behind other

industrialized countries because consumers are forced to pay high prices for slow Internet service.

The study gave Canada an overall ranking of 22nd out of 30 countries based on the affordability,

accessibility and speed of the country's broadband Internet.

Ipsos Reid releases data on Internet use in Canada quarterly. This latest report uses statistics from a

selected sample of 1,002 Canadians who answered a telephone survey between July 6 to 10, 2009.

The poll is considered accurate within ± 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.
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